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Climate change and its impacts: a short summary

What is covered in this chapter?

The climate has changed

Are ice and snow cover and sea level consistent with the temperature
trends?

Are observations of biological systems also consistent with the
measurements of a changed climate?

Are human activities responsible for this climate change?

How is the climate going to change further in the future?

Climate models

What will be the impact of future climate change?

What is the combined effect of these impacts regionally?

How can we characterise the overall vulnerability to climate change?

What does this mean for development?

Greenhouse gas emissions

What is covered in this chapter?

Contributions to warming

Kyoto greenhouse gases

Other gases and aerosols

How will emissions develop in the future?

Emission projections

Are actual emissions higher than what scenarios project?
So what does this mean?

Keeping climate change within sustainable limits:
where to draw the line?

What is covered in this chapter?

What does the Climate Convention say about it?

What risks and whose risks?

Should science give us the answer?
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What are the implications of stabilizing greenhouse gas concentrations in the

atmosphere?
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Future challenges

Land use, agriculture, and forestry

What is covered in this chapter?

Land use trends

Land use and greenhouse gas emissions

How can emission be reduced and carbon reservoirs
increased?
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